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Proje ct  C omplet ion

One of  a  k ind:  North &  Lemon Grove ave . 

Le mon Grove Realignment

The City broke ground in the summer of 2016 with a new traffic safety 
and congestion relief project from State Route 94 leading to North 

Ave. 

The project included new landscaping with new sidewalks creating an easy path 
between the Promenade, the Trolley, and North Avenue. All overhead utilities were 
undergrounded and improved stormwater treatment. 
Today, the Lemon Grove Realignment Project is complete. Updated signage, signaling, 
and striping direct traffic in a manner designed to incorporate a critical right-of-way 
rail signaling system, street lights, and pedestrians. This highly complex project is criti-
cal for the residents of Lemon Grove, and the thousands of pedestrians that utilize the 
Orange Line Light Rail system in San Diego.

In the City of Lemon Grove, North and Lemon Grove Ave. present a unique 
and complex challenge.  

Traffic operations adjacent to railroad grade crossings are very complicated. 
Traffic signals are interconnected with train-activated warning systems at 
locations like North and Lemon Grove Ave. Federal Railroad standards outline 
specific guidelines for railroad crossings at traffic signal intersections.  Accord-
ing to Federal Railroad standards, the normal operation of the traffic signals 
controlling the intersection should be “preempted” to operate in a special 
control mode when trains are approaching. Under an active railroad preemp-
tion, strict guidelines dictate that a “track clearance interval must occur to 
clear any potential vehicle from the tracks upon the arrival of an approaching 

train. Once the track clearance is complete, the intersection transitions into “limited service”, where again, in the interest of 
safety the federal rail authority does not allow any vehicle movement that would send motorist toward the tracks, even with 
railroad gates down. Consequently, train approaches interrupt the normal phasing of the traffic signal at both Lemon Grove 
and North Ave intersections in the interest of safety. 
In providing for a safer commuting experience for the Lemon Grove community, the City has effectively mitigated potential 
accidents while sustaining the orderly movement of vehicles and reduced overall travel times in the city. To all of our residents 
and business owners, we thank you and appreciate  your patience.
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Let us know what you think of The Zest!
Email us at cityoflemongrove@lemongrove.ca.gov 

City Council meetings are the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month 

One of Lemon Grove’s Assistant Planners, Richards started with the City in February 
of 2022 and has just completed her first year in the Planning Department.

Ms. Richards received her bachelor’s degree in planning from UCSD and earned her 
master’s degree in city resilience abroad from the Universitat Internacional de Catalunya 
in Spain.
Prior to coming to Lemon Grove, Richards worked as a consultant for a variety of 
private firms specializing in urban and environmental planning. Upon realizing the 
fulfilling satisfaction that comes with serving community members directly, Richards 
decided to transfer her vast planning skills to serve the public sector, leading her to 
begin her career with the City of Lemon Grove. In her day to day at work, Richards 
enjoys assisting customers at the counter with their projects and working together to 
find solutions to any issues that may arise.

In her free time, Richards enjoys getting outside with her dog, long drives along the coast,  and spending time 
with her loved ones.

Meet Spencer Richard


