
ORDINANCE NO. g6

ANORDINANCEAMENDINGORDINANCENo.gSoFTHE
LEMON GROVE SANITATION DISTRICT

DESCRIBINGMETHODSFORCALCUI-ATINGSEWER
SERVICE CHARGES

The Board of Directors of the Lemon Grove Sanitation District does ordain as follows:

SECTION r. Ordinance No. 35, Article III shall be amended to read as follows:

ARTICLE III

SEWER SERVICE CHARGES

There is

hereby levied and assessed upon each premise within the District that discharges sewage

into the sewer lines of the District and upon each person owning, letting, or occupylng
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such premises an annual sewer service charge.

The annual sewer service charges are designed to recover the cost of ongoing sewer

operations, required improvements to the sJwer system, and rep-air and replacementof

existing sewer system aisets. In general, these costs include, without limitation, (t) the

Districl's urrrr.rui cost to provide customer service functions and collect and transport

wastewater, (z) the District's annual cost for wastewater treatment and dispo-sal as fees

puia to the City of San Diego for capacity anq use of the San Diego Metropolitan Sewer-St;il, ;;d (si the Districis share of tn" regional Pure Water San Diego Program. Total

annual costs are allocated to users of the iirtti"t'r system by classification of type of
property ("customer class") based on the number of accounts, volume of wastewater, and

constituent levels of sewer strength discharged into the sewer system, as measur"4 !V
-iUigr;s per liter (mg/l) of biolchemical o"ygett demand (BOD) and suspended solids

(ss).

The structure of the annual sewer service charges uses a combination of equivalent

dwelling units (EDU) for resid.ential users and volume-based rates for commercial users.

Residential users areone (r) EDU per dwelling unit. The annual sewer service charges for

each residential user shall be a-flat rate per EDU and not based on water usage.

Commercial users are grouped based on their estimated sewage strengths into three (3)

"lurr", 
of users (low, frediim, and high) strength. Each commercial customer shall be

charged for sewer service based ott liut"t utuge. -Potable 
water delivered through the

watei meter shall be used to estimate the volume of wastewater discharge for commercial

customers. Each y"ur, rooyo of the property's bi-monthly T"lil"d *ut:t usage records

from Helix Watei District for a reclnt-rz-month period shall be used to estimate the

volume of wastewater and d.etermine the upcoming year's annual sewer service bill unless

the discharger or legal owner presents evidence-to the contrary, and this evidence is

satisfactory"to the Dlstrict Engineer (or designee). The District Engineer (or designee)

may adjusi the user's annual ,-.*", service bill in proportion to the estimated volume of
*urt"*Lt"r discharged to the sewer. See Section 3o.4 for Appeal process'



Where metered water usage data is unavailable for a commercial parcel connected to the

sewer system (and for paicels newly connected), the volume of sewer discharge-for the

put."t *itt U" estimated using (r) permit records, (z) the averag_e commercial volume of
^r.r"", 

discharge, or (3) other estimation method as determined by the District Engineer

tot a"rig"ee) inlessihe discharger or legal owner presents evidence to the contrary and

this evidence is satisfactory to ti'e District Engineer (or designeg). The District Engine,er

(or designee) may adjusf the user's untnul sewer service bill in proportion to the

estimateld voiume"of r,iastewater discharged to the sewer. See Section 3o.4 for Apneal
process. The estimated. volume of waste*itet discharge shall be used for the calculation

of the sewer service charge until rz months of consecutive metered water usage_records is

collected.. For this ordinlnce, the average commercial volume of sewer discharge per

account is g,447 cubic feet per month 6,8gD cubic feet per bi-monthly period).

For this ord.inance, properties are classified as either residential or commercial.

Commercial properti"r ur" further categorized into the three (3) strength categories (loy,

-Lai"-, u".i niirrl based on the constiluent level of sewage strength discharged-into the

r"*". ,yrt"- th"at is typically generated for the type of business. Exhibit r lists the types

of proplrties includ"i^*ithitr the residential class and the commercial classifications,

which are based on the discharge characteristics, by property tIPe: as set forth in the

current edition of the California Stut. Water Resources Control Board publication"Policy

for Implementing The State Reuoluing Fund For Construction of Water Treatment
Facilities".

COMMERCIAT. HIGH

{401-800+ m8/l BoD & ss)
COMMERCIAI. MEDIUM

(201400 mg/l8OD&Ssl
CoMMERCIAI - tOW

(<= 200 mgll BoD & 5S)

RESIDENTIAT

{<.200 mgll BOD & SSI

Si ngle-fa mi ly

Condomi ni um

Mobile home

Dupl ex

Tri-pl ex

Fou r-pl ex

Apa rtment

Basic commercial

Car wash

conva I escent

La undromat

Light manufacturing

Offi ce bui ldi nglstorage

Medi ca l/denta l/veteri na ry

School/col I ege

Bars without dining

Commercial laundrY

Hotel/motel without di ni ng

Mixed use

shoppi ng centers/theaters

Repai r shop/service station

Auto steam cleaning

Bakery, wholesale

Bars with dining

Special manufacturing

Hotel/motel with di ni ng

lndustrial laundry

Superma rket/del i

Mortuary

Restaurant

Septage hauler

EXHBIT t: CLEIOM€R CIASSES At\aD WASIEI,I/ATER SIR${GI}| ASSGNMENT

1 - mg/l = milligrams per liter; BOD =biochemical oxygen demand; SS =suspended solids'

Each user und.er the authority of this ordinance is assigned to the residential customer

class or one of the three (g) commercial strength classei for purposes,of calculating and

assessing the sewer service charges. For propettyypeg not listed in Exhibit r, the District

n"gi"""i (or designee) shall asign eacli user under the authority of this ordinance to a

.nrio-", classificition based on Jo-purable industry standards for purposes of assessing

the sewer service charges.

For this ordinance, the discharge characteristics of an average residential user is one (r)

EDU and shall be composed of riastewater flow of 6zscubic feet per month (or 166 gallons

p.1a"V f.t 305 duy. pir year) and constituent levels of sewage strength of zoo mg/l BOD

and zoo mg/l SS.
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For this ordinance, the discharge characteristics for purposes of assessing sewer service

charges for commercial customErs shall be a minimum of one (r) EDU equal to 675.yUi."

i""f i". month (or 166 gallons per day for 365 $ays per 
-year) 

and constituent levels of

,"*us" strength of zoo ils/l gon and zoo mg/l SS. uigher sew€r service charges shall

be asiessed fJr metered *o:ier usage over 675cubic feet per month (r,35o per bi-monthly
period) and/or higher constituent levels of sewer strength per Exhibit r.

The District Engineer (or designee) shall assign EDUs for each residential customer which

rttutt U" equal t5 the number Jf d*"lling uniti for purposes of assessing the sewer service

charges. Fbr commercial customers, ttr" Dirttict Engineer (or designee) shall assign the

no*"q"u"tity and strength category for each commercial parcel based up91 actual

meter6d water usage and"the strength of wastewater that is typically generated for each

type of commerciaicustomer. The number of dwelling units, water usage, and strength

classification so assigned shall be used in computing the sewer service charges for

residential and commercial customers.

SECTION 8o.1. Residential Sewer Service Charges. The maximum annual and

annual sewer service charges shall be determined for residential customers as follows:

Residential customers shall be assessed an annual sewer service charge based on a
maximum Rate per EDU (per dwelling unit) as shown in Exhibit z. Vacant residential

properties conndcted to the sewer system shall be assessed an annual fixed charge per

d*.iting unit to recover fixed sewer system costs incurred regardless of the actual volume

or strength of wastewater discharge.

The maximum annual sewer service charges for Fiscal Years zozglz4 through zozTlz9
are shourn in Exhibit z.

The residential annual sewer service charges for FY zoz6f 27, which reflects the FY

zozglz6sewer service charge with an escalation are shown in Exhibit 4.

The maximum annual and annual sewer service charge (SSC) for residential customers

shall be calculated using the formula below:
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MAXTMUM ANNUAT SEWERSEn'TE CHARGES 

-
FV 2027FY 2025126 Ft 2026127w 2024125FY 2023124

Resldentlal Categorles

s7 1s.9s

s64.08

5737.43

s66.oo

s69s.10

$62.27

$ 6ss.20

ss8.64

s674.86

s60.40

A. Occupied Residential - 5/dwelling unit

B. Vacant Residential - 5/dwelling unit

EXlllBlT 1: ElDtilnAL SAffER SfnvlC[ CHARggs

Residential
A. Occupied Residential - S/dwelling unit

B. Vacant Residential ' S/dwelling unit

cr-AgglFltATlo$l
SEWER SERVICE CTIAR6'E

FY 202F27

5688.36

561.6:.

I - one cubic foot is equivalent to 7.4{l gallons. 675 cubic feet is quivalent to 5,049 gallons.

HCS = l0O cubic feet.

TIONct-A56lFlcAPROPERTYCHARGE BYSEWE4z s€R RVICEtEXHlBff



SSC = EDU value (number of dwelling units) x applicable year sewer service charge

For example, for FY zoz6lzT theformula for an occupied single-family home (r dwelling

unit) would be as follows:

SSC= txg688g6=g688g6
The formula for an occupied 4-unit multi-family dwelling the formula would be as follows:

SSC = + x $688.S6 = $2,753.44
For a vacant single-family residential property, the formula would be as follows:

SSC= txg6t.6t=g6t.6t

For subsequent fiscal years, the formula is the same but the rate- per dwelling unit changes

each year fhrough FY zozTlzB per the schedule shown in Exhibit z.

SECTION 8o.2. Assignment of Sewer Discharge for Commercial Customers.
Assignmetrt-of r"*.r discharge for commercial/industrial properties shall be based on (r)
the vilume of wastewater discharged into the sewer system as measured by metered water

usage and (z) the constituent level of sewage discharged into the sewer system as

detJrmined-by the assigned commercial strength class by property t)?e al shown in
Exhibit r. The dischargJcharacteristics for purposes of assessing sewer service charges

for commercial custorners shall be a minimum of one (r) EDU equal to 675 cubic feet per

month (or 166 gallons per day for 365 days per year) and constituent levels of sewage

strength of zoo 
^gflgOO 

andzoo mg/l SS. Higher sewer service charges will be assessed

for m-etered water consumption over 675 cubic feet per month and/or higher constituent
levels of sewer strength per Exhibit r and Exhibit g.

SECTION Bo.g. Commercial/Industrial Sewer Service Charges. The maximum
annual and innual sewer service charges shall be determined for commercial customers

as follows:

The commercial sewer service charge includes an annual base charge per parcel that
includes recovery of customer-related costs and the first 675 cubic feet of metered water

supplied per month (r,35o cubic feet per bi-monthly basis),plus a volume charge per 1oo

"oli" 
feei (Hcfl of waier over the amount of water included in the base charge. Each

commerciui w". shall pay a minimum annual charge of one base rate plus-a volume

charge for all 
"onrn-pfion 

over 675 cubic feet per month that varies depending on the

commercial strength classification assigned to each commercial user.

The maximum annual and annual sewer service charges for Fiscal Years zozglz4through
zozTlz9 are shor'vn in Exhibit 3.
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MAXTMUM AN N UAt SEWER SEnMq CrqEqEg-
Ff 2027128w202s126 N 2026127gtt 202t124 cY 2024125

Commerdal Categork3

5737.43

s7.93

S1o.o8

s14.83

s69s.10

57.47

s9.s0

s 13.98

S71s.9s

57.70

S9.78

S14.40

$6ss.20

S7.04

s8.9s

S 13.18

s674.86

57.26

5e.22

s13.57

1. Base charge - S/parcel

(i ncl udes fi rst 675 cubi c feet of water per month)

2. Volume Charge - $/hcf

(over 675 cubic feet of water per month)

Commercial-Low

com me rcial-Medium

Commercial-High

Occupied Commercial

s8s.12 587.675 80.23 s82.64B. Vacant Commercial - S/account Sso.3o

exlilglT 3r COMMERC}AL SSUVIR SERWCE CHARGE$

1-Onecubicfoot!sequivalentto7.48gaIlons 675cubicfeetisequivalentto5,049 gallons. Hcf = 100 cubic feet

The volume charge component of the SSC for individual commercial property-sewer bills
for Fy 26126127 sTrall be calculated based on each parcel's March 2o21through February

26126 actual bi-monthly metered water usage supplied by thellelix Water District. Sewer

bills in subsequent fiscal years will be calculated based on each parcel's actual bi-monthly
metered water usage records from Helix Water District for a recent 12-month period
(March through February).

The commercial annual sewer service charges for FY 2o26f27, which reflects the FY

2cl25126 sewer service charge with an escalation, are shown in Exhibit 4.

The formula for calculating the commercial customer maximum annual and annual sewer

service charge (SSC) is shornm below:

Bi-Monthly commercial customer ssc = (Base chargel6) + ((w a - (2 x 6zs)) x

Rate r,,nr,H)
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Commercial
A. Occupied Commercial

1. Base Charge - $/parcel
(includes first 675 cubic feet of water per month)

2. Volume Charge - S/HCF

(over 675 cubic feet of water per month)

Commercial-Low

Commercial-Medium

$688.36

ctAsSlFlcATloN

Commercial-H

SEWER SERVICE CHARGE

FY 2026.27

$688.36

$61.61

s7.40

$e.40

$13.8s

Residential
A. Occupied Residential - $/dwelling unit

B. Vacant Residential - $/dwelling unit

lElT 4: SEWER SERVICE CHARGE BY PROPERW CLASSIFICATIONEXH



Annual Commercial Customer SSC = Sum of Bi-Monthly Commercial SSC for the
FY

In the above formula, the terms are defined as follows:

Base Charge = Minimum annual Base Charge per account. the chalge chang-es

each year based on the schedule shown in Exhibit 3. On a bi-monthly basis the
chargL is equal to the Base Charge divided by 6 months. The Base Char_ge includes

675 Jubic feet of metered wate. ,rsag" per month or 1,350 cubic feet per bi-monthly
water consumption records.

We = Bi-Monthly metered water usage measured in cubic feet for each

commercial customer as provided by Helix Water District.

675 = Monthly metered water usage allowance measured in cubic feet that is
included in the Base Charge for each-commercial parcel. Since bills are calculated

on bi-monthly usage, the formula multiplies 675 cubic feet by z which is equal to
1,350 cubic feet.

Rate r, ru, H The Volume Charge per hundred cubic feet (Hcfl as shown in Exhibit

3 for commercial properties baied on the strength categories of commercial-low,
commercial-medium, and commercial-high.

Vacant commercial properties connected to the sewer system shall be assessed an annual

fixed charge per account to recover fixed sewer system costs incurred regardless ofthe
actual volume or strength of wastewater discharge.

For example, for F\ zoz6l27 the formula for a vacant commercial property would be as

follows:

SSC= tx$84.29=$84.29

SECTION 8o.4. Appeal Process. The owner or agent of any premises subject to the

sewer service charge may apply in r,witing to the District Engineer _(or desig-nee). for an

exception as hereii provided. 
-The 

appliCant shall complete an official application for
revier,nr of annual se*er service charges, supplied by the District, and provide necessary

factual data to support such application. If the District Engineer (or designee) agrees that
charges for the uier should be adjusted, the District Engineer (or designee) may approve

a re--omputation of the user's annual sewer service bill.

Upon denial by the District Engineer (or designee), any applicant dissatisfied with such

decision -uy uppeal same in wiiting to the Executive Director. The Executive Director's
decision shall be final.

The following are potential justifications for an exception:

A. Commercial Strength Classification. The property discharges_ a lowe-r

strength BOD and SS concentration than their assigned commercial strength
classification.
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B. Return to Sewer Factor. A portion of the user's metered water usage, larger
than ten percent, is not discharged into the sewer system ("returl to sewer") due

to a subitantial portion of the water used for commercial/industrial process,

recreational, horticultural, agricultural, or other purposes where water does not
enter the sewer system.

C. Estimated 'Water Usage. The assigned volume of wastewater does not
accurately reflect the actual water usage or volume of wastewater of the property.

D. Property with Separate Irrigation Meters. When water is supplied to
preriises by one or more water meiers and one or more of such water meters does

not provide water which is discharged into the sewer system.

E. Leaks. When excessive water consumption is caused by unknown water pipe

leaks.

SECTION go.S. Refund/Reduction of Sewer Service Charges. The Executive

Director (or designee) is autirorized to reduce the sewer service c-harge of over-charged
parcels. The Exelutive Director (or designee) is authorized to allow refunds of annual
i"*"t service charges to property owners which have been over-charged for sewer service

charges. Only thoi" a-butrls which were over-charged will be refunded and without
accrried inteiest. Refunds maybe issued for up to three years in arrears during which the
property owner was over-charged for sewer service.

SECTION 80.6. Back Charges for Unpaid Sewer Service. The Executive Director
(or design.u) ir authorized to require back charges if a property has been discharging_into

ih"."*6r ryit"rn without payrnent of sewer service charges or connection fees. The back

charges may be imposed up to three years in arrears.

ATE The Charges referenced above shall

take effect on August 2c,2o26,in the manner allowed bylaw. The SSC shall be placed on
customers' annual property tax bills or by direct mail for tax-exempt properties.
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NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Lemon

Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, California, does ordain as follows:

Section r. The following recitals are true and correct.

Section z. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (go) days following its
adoption. Within fifteen (r5) days following its adoption, the District
Clerk shall publish the title thereof, as a summary as required by
state law.

INTRODUCED by the District Board on July 7,2026. PASSED AND ADOPTED

by the District Board of ihe Lemon Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, State of
California, on July 2t, 2c.26 by the following vote:

AYES: Snow, Smith, Mendoza, Heredia, Altamirano

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

A(4\ \,,\ (' ornJkrf4k
Alysson , District Chair

Attest:

Joel G. District Clerk

Approued.ss to Forrn:

:-l )),r C'ornW

Kristen Steinke, District Attorney
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NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Lemon

Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, California, does ordain as follows:

Section r. The following recitals are true and correct.

Section z. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (go) days following its
adoption. Within fifteen (r5) days following its adoption, the District
clerk shall publish the title thereof, as a summary as required by
state law.

INTRODUCED by the District Board on July 7, 2026. PASSED AND ADOPTED

by the District Board of ihe Lemon Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, State of
California, on July 2L,2c.26 by the following vote:

AYES: Snow, Smith, Mendoza, Heredia, Altamirano

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Chair

District Clerk

to Forrn:

J

\n ttl,, V
District Attorney
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Adoption of Ordinance No. 36 
July 21, 2026 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Lemon 
Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, California, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1.  The following recitals are true and correct. 
 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days following its 
adoption. Within fifteen (15) days following its adoption, the District 
Clerk shall publish the title thereof, as a summary as required by 
state law. 

 
 INTRODUCED by the District Board on July 7, 2026. PASSED AND ADOPTED 
by the District Board of the Lemon Grove Sanitation District, Lemon Grove, State of 
California, on July 21, 2026 by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:   Snow, Smith, Mendoza, Heredia, Altamirano 
 
 NOES:   None 
 
 ABSENT:   None 
  
 ABSTAIN:  None 
 
 
             
      ____________________________ 
      Alysson Snow, District Chair 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Joel G. Pablo, District Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kristen Steinke, District Attorney 
 

 


