
 
City of Lemon Grove 

City Council Virtual Regular Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 6:00 p.m. 

 
NEW MEETING LINK AND ACCESS ID 

 
 

ZOOM MEETING LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84979218919?pwd=d2RNcWl0aTd0RmN0cnVjVytOcDMydz09 

Meeting Access ID: 84979218919  
Password: 6198253800 

Instructions for public participation are below.   
 

 
City Council 
Racquel Vasquez, Mayor 
Jerry Jones, Mayor Pro Tem 
Jennifer Mendoza, Councilmember 
Liana LeBaron, Councilmember 
George Gastil, Councilmember 
 

A public agenda packet is available for review on the City’s website 
 

In accordance with Executive Orders N-25-20, N-29-20 and N-35-20 paragraph 3, executed 
by the Governor of California on March 17, 2020, and as a response to mitigating the spread 
of Coronavirus known as COVID-19, the Regular Meeting of the City Council scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. will be a virtual meeting – audio only. Audio of the 
meeting will be posted to the City’s website 72 hours following the meeting.  
 
Public Participation Options:  
Public Comments are limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes per speaker. A timer will be 
displayed during the meeting, any comments extending passed the three (3) timeframe will 
be muted and timed out. This includes both live and written comments.  
 

1. Listen to audio live via zoom (Link to the meeting is at the top of the page). 
2. Provide Public Comment live during the designated time. 

•  Join the Zoom meeting (Link to the meeting is at the top of the page). If you are 
using a computer, laptop or tablet you will need a functioning microphone. 
Otherwise you will be required to dial in via phone. (phone instructions are listed 
below). 

•  Only during the designated time to hear public comments use your “Raise Hand” 
feature. This will indicate to the moderator that you wish to speak on that item. 
Hands raised outside of the designated time for public comments will be put down.  

•  If you join the meeting via telephone you can use the “Hand Raise” feature by 
pressing *9. 

3. Submit a digital Public Comment via email. 
•    Email your Public Comment to the Deputy City Clerk at 

amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov prior to the meeting deadline, which is Monday, 
October 4, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. Email subject line should read “PUBLIC 
COMMENT ITEM NO.   “ 
 

Comments received after the deadline will not be read at the meeting, but will be maintained 
in the record. 
 
 

 

https://www.lemongrove.ca.gov/city-hall/city-council/current-city-council-meeting-agenda
mailto:amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov
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Join the Meeting via Computer or Handheld Device  
Before joining a Zoom meeting on a computer or handheld device, download the Zoom app 
from the Zoom Download Center.  Otherwise, you will be prompted to download and install 
Zoom when you click a join link. You will be required to have a Zoom account to use this 
platform. You can establish a free account one here. 
 
Prerequisites 

•  Each meeting has a Meeting Access ID 84979218919 and Password       
6198253800 that will be required to join a Zoom meeting.  

•  Sign up for eNotification to be notified for upcoming City meetings. The email               
notifications will include the Meeting ID and Password.  

•  Meetings will be Audio only for all participants. 

1. Open Zoom from your desktop app. 
2. Join a meeting using one of the following methods: 

•  Click Join a Meeting if you want to join in without signing in. 
•  Sign in to Zoom then click join. 

3. Enter the Meeting ID number 619 825 3800, Password 6198253800 and your display  
 name.   
 
Join the Meeting via Telephone   
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kXdfURfHh 
1. Dial by your location: 
  +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
2. Enter the Meeting ID number 619 825 3800 and Password 6198253800. All audio will 
 be muted upon entering. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-
https://zoom.us/signup
https://www.lemongrove.ca.gov/city-services/e-notifications
https://www.zoom.us/join
https://www.zoom.us/signin
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kXdfURfHh
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City of Lemon Grove 
City Council Virtual Regular Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 6:00 p.m. 

NEW MEETING LINK AND ACCESS ID 
ZOOM MEETING LINK: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84979218919?pwd=d2RNcWl0aTd0RmN0cn
VjVytOcDMydz09 

Meeting Access ID: 84979218919 
Password: 6198253800 

The City Council also sits as the Lemon Grove Housing Authority, Lemon Grove Sanitation District 
Board, Lemon Grove Roadway Lighting District Board, and 

Lemon Grove Successor Agency 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance   

Changes to the Agenda 

Presentation(s): 
Fire Prevention Week, Steve Swaney, Fire Chief 

Public Comment 
Digitally submitted public comments received by the deadline via email to the Deputy City Clerk 
at amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov will be read into the record by the Deputy City Clerk. Per Lemon Grove Municipal Code Section 
2.14.150, each comment is allowed up to three (3) minutes. 

Consent Calendar 
(Note: The items listed on the Consent Calendar will be enacted in one motion unless 
removed from the Consent Calendar by Council, staff, or the public.) 
1.A Waive Full Text Reading of All Ordinances on the Agenda 

Reference:  Kristen Steinke, City Attorney 
Recommendation: Waive the full text reading of all ordinances included in this 
agenda; Ordinances shall be introduced and adopted by title only. 

1.B City of Lemon Grove Payment Demands 
Reference:  Rod Greek, Interim Administrative Services Director 
Recommendation:  Ratify Demands 

mailto:amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov
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1.C Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes 

Reference: Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 
Recommendation: Approval of City Council Minutes, meeting of September 21, 
2021. 

1.D Award of Contract for the Berry Street Park Walking Path  Extension Project 
(Contract No. 2021-21) 

Reference: Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution approving a contract with MJC 
Construction for the Berry Street Park Walking Path Extension Project in an 
amount not-to-exceed $40,000 (Contract No. 2021-21).   

1.E Accept the FY 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project as  Complete (Contract 
No. 2021-16) 

Reference: Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst 
Recommendation: Accept the FY 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project as 
 Complete (Contract No. 2021-16) 

Reports to Council: 

2. Option Agreement between City of Lemon Grove and the  San Diego
Community Land Trust

Reference: Noah Alvey, Community Development Manager
Recommendation: Determine that the Option Agreement has expired and direct
staff to prepare a report outlining options for developing the subject site for
discussion at a future City Council meeting.

3. Assembly Bill (AB) 361

Reference: Lydia Romero, City Manager and Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk
Recommendation: Receive an overview of Assembly Bill (AB) 361 and adopt a
resolution approving the continuation of virtual public meetings in accordance
with AB 361.

City Council Reports on Meetings Attended at the Expense of the City 
(GC 53232.3 (d)) (53232.3.(d) states that members of a legislative body shall provide brief reports on meetings 
attended at the expense of the local agency at the next regular meeting of the legislative body.) 

City Manager Report 



City of Lemon Grove Virtual City Council Meeting October 5, 2021 

Adjournment 

AFFIDAVIT OF NOTIFICATION AND POSTING  
STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )   
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO  ) SS   
CITY OF LEMON GROVE  )   

I, Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Lemon Grove, hereby declare under penalty of perjury 
that a copy of the above Agenda of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, 
California, was delivered and/or notice by email not less than 72 hours, before the hour of 6:00 p.m. on 
September 30, 2021 to the members of the governing agency, and caused the agenda to be posted on 
the City’s website at www.lemongrove.ca.gov and at Lemon Grove City Hall, 3232 Main Street Lemon 
Grove, CA 91945.   
 /s/: Audrey Malone  
Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the City of Lemon Grove will provide special 
accommodations for persons who require assistance to access, attend and/or participate in meetings of 
the City Council.  If you require such assistance, please contact the City Clerk at (619) 825-3800 or email 
amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov.  A full agenda is available for public review at City Hall. 



  

 

CITY OF LEMON GROVE 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.    1.A 

Meeting Date: October 5, 2021 

Submitted to: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   City Manager’s Office 

Staff Contact:  Kristen Steinke, City Attorney 

Item Title:    Waive the Full Text Reading of all Ordinances  

 
Summary:  Waive the full text reading of all ordinances included in this agenda. 
Ordinances shall be introduced and adopted by title only. 
  

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
Fiscal Impact: None. 
 
Public Notification: None. 
 



  

 

CITY OF LEMON GROVE 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.    1.B 

Meeting Date: October 5, 2021 

Submitted to: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   City Manager’s Office 

Staff Contact:  Rod Greek, Interim Administrative Services Director 

  rgreek@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title:    City of Lemon Grove Payment Demands  

 
Recommended Action:  Ratify Demands. 

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 

Fiscal Impact: None. 
 
Public Notification: None. 
 

mailto:rgreek@lemongrove.ca.gov


City of Lemon Grove Demands Summary

Approved as Submitted: 

Yolanda Cerezo, Interim Finance Manager ACH/AP Checks 09/13/21‐09/24/21 925,079.16

For Council Meeting: 10/05/21

Payroll ‐ 09/21/21 151,410.48

Total Demands 1,076,489.64

CHECK NO INVOICE NO VENDOR NAME CHECK DATE Description INVOICE AMOUNT

CHECK 

AMOUNT

ACH Aug 21 Wells Fargo 09/13/2021 Bank Service Charge ‐ Aug'21 186.17 1,164.44

Credit Card Processing‐Mo.Svc ‐ Aug'21 9.95

Credit Card Transaction Fees ‐ Aug'21 968.32

ACH Sep7 21 US Treasury 09/14/2021 Federal Taxes 9/7/21 45,928.56 45,928.56

ACH 73900982 WEX Bank 09/16/2021 Fuel ‐ Fire/PW ‐ Aug'21 2,707.54 2,707.54

ACH Jul21 San Diego County Sheriff's Department 09/21/2021 Law Enforcement Services ‐ Jul'21 539,954.48 539,954.48

ACH Aug11‐Sep7 21 California Public Empl Retirement System 09/22/2021 Pers Retirement 8/11/21‐9/7/21 70,607.93 70,607.93

ACH Sep21 21 Employment Development Department 09/23/2021 State Taxes 9/21/21 12,534.93 12,534.93

ACH Sep8‐Sep21 21 Calpers Supplemental Income 457 Plan 09/24/2021 457 Plan 9/8/21‐9/21/21 9,109.05 9,109.05

ACH 233896 Aflac 09/24/2021 AFLAC Insurance 9/24/21 1,689.44 1,689.44

14838 2021.3184 Chen Ryan 09/15/2021 Prof Svc: Connect Main St Ph 3 thru 3/27/21 16,117.22 46,276.78

2021.3250 Prof Svc: Connect Main St Ph 3 thru 5/1/21 30,159.56

14839 1000311856 City of San Diego 09/15/2021 Fuel Services‐PW: Aug'21 2,606.57 2,606.57

14840 2801 Clark Telecom & Electric Inc. 09/15/2021 St Light Knock‐Down Replacement‐McArthur Dr@Star Pine 8,606.54 8,606.54

14841 48955 Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC 09/15/2021 Legal Svcs: Affordable Housing Aug'21 401.10 401.10

14842 22CTOFLGN02 County of San Diego‐ RCS 09/15/2021 800 MHZ Network ‐ Aug'21 2,251.50 2,251.50

14843 202100659 County of San Diego/Assessor/Recorder/Clerk 09/15/2021 Recording Services‐ 8/13/21 95.00 95.00

14844 6800 Crest Equipment Inc 09/15/2021 FY2020‐21 Storm Drain Pipe Repairs ‐ Various Locations 90,000.00 90,480.21

6800 FY2020‐21 Storm Drain Pipe Repairs ‐ Various Locations 480.21

14845 6687 D‐ Max Engineering Inc 09/15/2021 D‐Max Stormwater Prof Svcs 5/1/21‐5/31/21 2,355.00 2,355.00

14846 3568860625/0921 SDG&E 09/15/2021 Electric Usage:St Light 8/1/21‐8/31/21 1,523.17 14,953.26

4154920380/0921 Electric Usage:St Light 8/1/21‐8/31/21 2,225.48

Aug21 Gas & Electric 7/23/21‐8/20/21 11,204.61

14847 0001398898‐IN WEX Health, Inc. 09/15/2021 COBRA ‐ Monthly/Aug'21 85.00 85.00

14848 8/13/21‐9/12/21 AT&T 09/22/2021 Phone Service 8/13/21‐9/12/21 93.60 93.60

14849 273891‐Aug21 Burke, William, & Sorensen, LLP 09/22/2021 08250‐0001 General Aug21 10,662.20 24,491.49

273892‐Aug21 08250‐0002 Code Enf Aug21 780.20

273893‐Aug21 08250‐0004 Affordable Housing Aug21 199.20

273894‐Aug21 08250‐0005 Aug21 66.40

273895‐Aug21 08250‐0007 COVID‐19 Aug21 99.60

273896‐Aug21 08250‐0008 Aug21 7,017.80

273897‐Aug21 08250‐0012.001 Aug21 498.00

273898‐Aug21 08250‐0011.001 Aug21 1,958.80

273899‐Aug21 08250‐0011.002 Aug21 2,528.69

273900‐Aug21 08250‐0011.003 Aug21 680.60

14850 Oct 2021 California Dental Network Inc 09/22/2021 California Dental Insurance ‐Oct21 245.17 245.17

14851 62339 Horrocks Engineers Inc 09/22/2021 Prof Eng Svs: FY19/20 Sewer Rehab Proj thru 6/30/21 24,540.00 38,893.00

63717 Prof Eng Svs: FY19/20 Sewer Rehab Proj  thru 8/31/21 14,353.00

14852 21‐4998 I love a Clean San Diego 09/22/2021 ILACSD Recycling Educ Community Outreach Events thru 8/31/21 550.00 550.00

14853 9/21/21 ICMA 09/22/2021 ICMA Deferred Compensation Pay Period Ending 9/21/21 780.77 780.77

14854 1696 Janazz, LLC SD 09/22/2021 17" Laptop/Business Laptop w/Webcam ‐ PW Ops Mgr/Eng Inspector 1,733.07 1,733.07

14855 Sep 21 Southern CA Firefighters Benefit Trust 09/22/2021 LG Firefighters Benefit Trust 9/21/21 876.85 1,753.70

Sep 7 LG Firefighters Benefit Trust 9/7/21 876.85

14856 STMT 8/23/2021 US Bank Corporate Payment Systems 09/22/2021 Batteries & Water ‐ Fire 82.16 4,731.03

STMT 8/23/2021 American and State Flags 55.00

STMT 8/23/2021 ID Engraving ‐ Hose Clamps 25.86



STMT 8/23/2021 Saw Blade for Rescue Saw ‐ E10 412.54

STMT 8/23/2021 Fuel ‐ Dixie Fire Deployment 8/10/21 75.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Air Line ‐ E10 57.10

STMT 8/23/2021 Mask & Helmet Names/Locker Nametags ‐ Fire 51.56

STMT 8/23/2021 State of the City Address Arrangements 250.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Replacement Hooks for Cab ‐ E210 13.77

STMT 8/23/2021 Job Postings ‐ Fin Mgr/Comm Spec/MSW 366.14

STMT 8/23/2021 Job Posting ‐ Finance Manager 400.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Nitrile Gloves 190.35

STMT 8/23/2021 Welding Helmet ‐ PW Streets 35.55

STMT 8/23/2021 Gas Cans for Diesel Fuel ‐ PW Streets 107.72

STMT 8/23/2021 Replacement Epson XP Printer/Mouse ‐ LGPW#26 270.42

STMT 8/23/2021 Belt Sander ‐ PW Facilities 64.60

STMT 8/23/2021 Daycamp Supplies 151.27

STMT 8/23/2021 Movie in the Park 8/13/21 488.40

STMT 8/23/2021 Concert in the Park Supplies 3.22

STMT 8/23/2021 National Night Out Supplies 8/3/21 15.38

STMT 8/23/2021 Daycamp/Waterslide 7/21/21 350.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Daycamp/Waterslide 8/4/21 350.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Daycamp/Laser Tag 8/11/21 450.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Daycamp/Laser Tag 8/13/21 450.00

STMT 8/23/2021 Zoom Subscription for Online Mtgs 14.99

925,079.16 925,079.16



CITY OF LEMON GROVE  

  
CITY COUNCIL   

STAFF REPORT  
 

Item No.    1.C 

Meeting Date: October 5, 2021 

Submitted to: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   City Manager’s Office 

Staff Contact:  Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk  

   amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title:   Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes  
 

  
Recommended Action:  Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes, meeting of 
September 21, 2021. 
  
Environmental Review:  

 Not subject to review   Negative Declaration  

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration  

  
Fiscal Impact: None.  
  
Public Notification: None.  
    

  

mailto:amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov


 
 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, September 21, 2021 at 6 PM 

 
The City Council also sits as the Lemon Grove Housing Authority,  

Lemon Grove Sanitation District Board, Lemon Grove Roadway Lighting District Board,  
and Lemon Grove Successor Agency. 

 
The Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, California, took place 
virtually pursuant to California Governor Executive Orders N-25-20, N-29-20 and N-35-20, and 
in the interest of public health and safety. City Council and other public meetings will be held 
virtual through Zoom audio only to prevent and mitigate the spread and effects of COVID.  
 
 
Call To Order: 
Mayor Racquel Vasquez called the Regular Virtual City Council Meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Present:  
Mayor Racquel Vasquez, Mayor Pro Tem Jerry Jones, Councilmember Jennifer Mendoza, 
Councilmember Liana LeBaron, and Councilmember George Gastil.  
 
Staff Members Present: 
Lydia Romero, City Manager, Kristen Steinke, City Attorney, Mike James, Assistant City 
Manager/Public Works Director, Noah Alvey, Community Development Manager, Steve Swaney, 
Fire Chief, Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst and Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk. 
 
Changes to the Agenda:  
None. 
 
Presentation(s): 
Mayor Vasquez acknowledges National Hispanic Heritage Month by recognizing Lalo Alcaraz 
with a Proclamation. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Councilmember Gastil. 
 
Public Comment: 

Email Submitted – Read out-loud by Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk  
• Jessyka Heredia 
• Peggy Walker (received pasted deadline) 
• Brenda Keliinoi (received pasted deadline) 
• Kelly McCormick (received passed deadline) 
• Kathleen Lippitt (received passed deadline) 

 
Presentation(s): 
East County Homeless Task Force, Anna Marie Piconi Snyder, ECHTF Steering Committee 
member: Founder and CEO, You Did It For Me, Inc. and Bonnie Baranoff, Organizational 
Management Consultant, East County Homeless Task Force 
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Consent Calendar:  
Public Comment: 
Email Submitted – Read out-loud by Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk  

• Erik Hauenstein 
 
Mayor Vasquez asks staff to address public comment. Mike James Assistant City 
Manager/Public Works Director responds to comment.  
 
Mayor calls for a meeting recess at 7:01pm due to microphone issues.  
Mayor Vasquez reconvenes meeting at 7:06pm. 
 
1.A Waive Full Text Reading of All Ordinances on the Agenda 
1.B City of Lemon Grove Payment Demands 
1.C Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes Meeting of September 7, 2021 
1.D Local Agency Improvement Fee Report Fiscal Year 2020- 2021 
1.E Acceptance of FY 2020 State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP) Funds 
1.F Award of Contract for Replacement of the Public Works Yard Wall 
 
Action: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Jones seconded by Councilmember Gastil, to approve the 
Consent Calendar Items 1.A – 1F. 

 The motion passed by the following vote: 
   Ayes: Vasquez, Jones, Mendoza, Gastil. 
   Noes: LeBaron. 
   Absent: None.  
Reports to Council:  
2. Approve an Application for the Outdoor Equity Grant Program 
 
Mayor Vasquez calls on Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst to present staff report.   

Council provides final comments.  

Action: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Jones seconded by Councilmember Gastil, to adopt a 
resolution approving an application for Outdoor Equity Grant Program funding from the 
California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Grants and Local Services. 

 The motion passed by the following vote: 
   Ayes: Vasquez, Jones, Mendoza, LeBaron, Gastil. 
   Noes: None. 
   Absent: None.  
 
City Council Reports on Meetings Attended at the Expense of the City 

 
Councilmember Gastil 

• MTS Executive Meeting  
• MTS Board Meeting 
• East County Economic Development Council Meeting  
• SANDAG Joint Committee Meeting  
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Councilmember Mendoza 
• Lemon Grove Clergy Meeting  
• SANDAG Joint Committee Meeting  
• Lemon Grove Food Distribution  
• Goodwill Industry Lunch  

 
Councilmember LeBaron 

• None.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones 

• IROC Meeting 
 

Mayor Vasquez 
• CAL-OES COVID-19  
• California Mayors Collation Meeting 
• COVID-19 San Diego County Update 
• Meeting with the California Governor’s Office of business 

 
City Manager Report:  
Lydia Romero, City Manager  

• None.  
   

Adjournment:   
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Vasquez adjourns meeting 
at 7:35p.m. to the next Regular City Council Meeting on Tuesday, October 5, 2021. 

 

     
Audrey Malone 
Deputy City Clerk 



 Berry Street Park Walking Path 
Extension Project 
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CITY OF LEMON GROVE 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.  1.D 

Meeting Date:  October 5, 2021 

Submitted to:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   Public Works Department 

Staff Contact:  Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst 

  mstauffer@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title:  Award of Contract for the Berry Street Park Walking Path 

 Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

 
Recommended Action:  Adopt a resolution (Attachment A) approving a contract 
(Attachment B) with MJC Construction for the Berry Street Park Walking Path 
Extension Project in an amount not-to-exceed $40,000 (Contract No. 2021-21).   
 
Summary: In support of City Council’s adopted FY2021-22 Capital Improvement 
Program, City staff requested a quote for Phase II of the Berry Street Park Walking Path 
project. Phase II of the project will extend the existing concrete walking pathway 
approximately 776 linear feet. The cost for replacement falls below the City’s formal 
bidding requirement of $60,000. One quote was obtained from MJC Construction with a 
base cost of $37,248. 
 
Discussion: Phase I of the Berry Street Park Walking Path project was completed in FY 
2020-21 and consisted of removing and replacing 600 linear feet of decomposed granite 
with a concrete walking path. Phase II will extend the project by adding an additional 776 
linear feet of concrete pathway, completing a walking loop around the park site.  
 
The scope of work includes: 

• Removal of existing decomposed granite pathway 3.5” below existing grade; 
• Remove all plastic borders and stakes; 
• Pour new concrete pathway; 
• Provide minimal 1% fall along the concrete path; 
• Include control joints at 5’ intervals; and 
• Check elevations along sloped areas. 

 

mailto:mstauffer@lemongrove.ca.gov
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Per Section 3.24.120 of the Lemon Grove Municipal Code, construction projects less than 
$60,000 may be performed by City employees, by force account, by negotiated contract 
or by purchase order. City Council is the awarding authority for those contracts. MJC 
Construction submitted a base quote of $37,248.  Staff reviewed MJC Construction’s 
proposal, project work history, references, and construction license and found them all to 
be positive and in good standing. MCJ Construction has also successfully performed 
similar work to the satisfaction of the City in the past, including Phase I of this project. 
Therefore, staff concludes that MJC Construction will perform the work to the best benefit 
and advantage of the City and recommends award of a construction contract. Based on 
the project scope of work, staff recommends the following project budget: 

 
Description Amount 
Construction Costs $37,248 
Contingency (7% of 
construction costs)  

$2,752 

PROJECT TOTAL $40,000 

Environmental Review:   

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
Fiscal Impact:  Funding in the amount of $40,000 is budgeted in the current fiscal 
year from Account Numbers 01-50-14-7080 and 05-00-00-7082.   
 
Public Notification:  None.  
 
Staff Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution (Attachment A) approving a contract 
(Attachment B) with MJC Construction for the Berry Street Park Walking Path 
Extension Project in an amount not-to-exceed $40,000 (Contract No. 2021-21).   
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A – Resolution 
Attachment B – Contract 
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Attachment A 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021 -  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEMON GROVE, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH MJC CONSTRUCTION 

FOR THE BERRY STREET PARK WALKING PATH EXTENSION PROJECT 
(CONRACT NO. 2021-21)  

 
WHEREAS, since 2015, the walking path at Berry Street Park has eroded and is 

in need of significant repairs; and 

WHEREAS, in FY 2020-21, approximately 600 linear feet of the decomposed 

granite path was replaced with concrete; and 

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2021, the City Council adopted the FY 2021-22 

Operating and Capital Improvement Program budgets; and  

WHEREAS, the Capital Improvement Program budget includes funding to 

complete an extension of the concrete pathway at Berry Street Park; and 

WHEREAS, Section 3.24.120 of the Lemon Grove Municipal Code, provides that 

construction projects less than $60,000 may be performed by city employees by force 

account, by negotiated contract or by purchase order; and 

WHEREAS, staff solicited a quote for extension of the walkway; and  

WHEREAS, MJC Construction submitted a base quote of $37,248; and 

WHEREAS, staff reviewed MJC Construction’s proposal, project work history, 

references, and construction license and found them all to be positive and in good 

standing; and 

WHEREAS, staff concludes that MJC Construction will perform the work to the 

best benefit and advantage of the City and recommends award of a construction contract; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public interest that a contract for said 

project is awarded.  
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 Attachment A 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Lemon Grove, California, hereby:   

1. Approves the design, plans and specifications for the Berry Street Park 
Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21); and 

2. Approves a contract with MJC Construction to complete the work; and  

3. Establishes a total project budget not to exceed $40,000 funded from 
account numbers 01-50-14-7080; and 05-00-00-7082; and 

4. Directs the City Manager, or her designee, to negotiate, execute and manage 

all contracts necessary to complete the project.   

 PASSED AND ADOPTED on October 5, 2021, the City Council of the City of 

Lemon Grove, California, adopted Resolution No. _______, passed by the following 

vote: 

 

 AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSENT: 

 ABSTAIN: 

       

      __________________________ 

      Racquel Vasquez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

__________________________ 

Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

_________________________ 
Kristen Steinke, City Attorney  
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Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

THIS CONTRACT, made and entered into on the date of the last signature, by and between the 
City of Lemon Grove, California, herein after designated as the "City", and MJC Construction 
hereinafter designated as the “Contractor". 

WITNESSETH: that the parties hereto do mutually agree as follows: 

1. For and in consideration of the payments and agreements hereinafter mentioned to be 
made and performed by the City, the Contractor agrees with the City to furnish all 
materials and labor for the Public Works Yard Wall Construction Project (Contract No. 
2021-20) and to perform and complete in a good and workmanlike manner all the work 
pertaining thereto shown on the plans and specifications therefore; to furnish at his own 
proper cost and expense all tools, equipment, labor and materials necessary therefore; and 
to do everything required by this agreement and the said plans and specifications. 

2. For furnishing all said materials and labor, tools and equipment, and doing all the work 
contemplated and embraced in this Contract, also for all loss and damage arising out of 
the nature of the work aforesaid, or from the action of the elements, or from any 
unforeseen difficulties which may arise or be encountered in the prosecution of the work 
until its acceptance by the City and for all risks of every description connected with the 
work; also, for all expenses incurred by or in consequence of the suspension or 
discontinuance of work, except such as in said specifications are expressly stipulated to be 
borne by the City and for well and faithfully completing the work and the whole thereof, 
in the manner shown and described in the said plans and specifications, the City will pay 
and the Contractor shall receive in full compensation therefore the sum of thirty-seven 
thousand two hundred forty-eight dollars and zero cents ($37,248.00).   

3. The City hereby promises and agrees to employ, and does hereby employ said Contractor 
to provide the materials and to do the work according to the terms and conditions herein 
contained and referred to for the price aforesaid and hereby conditions set forth in the 
specification; and the said parties for themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators, 
successors and assigns, do hereby agree to the full performance of the covenants herein 
contained. 

4. The Notice Inviting Bids, Instructions To Bidders, Bid Forms, Agreement and  Bond 
Forms, Construction Administration Forms, Completion of the Project Forms, General 
Requirements and General Conditions, Drawings, Plans and Specifications, Addenda, 
Allowances, and all amendments thereof, are hereby incorporated in and made part of this 
Contract. 

5. The City, the City’s representative, City Consultants and authorized volunteers shall not 
be answerable or accountable in any manner for any loss or damage that may happen to 
the work or any part thereof, or for any of the materials or other things used or employed 
in performing the work, of for injury or damage to any person or persons, either workers, 
employees of Contractor or its subcontractors or the public, or for damage to adjoining or 
other property, from any cause whatsoever arising out of or in connection with the 
performance of the work. The Contractor shall be responsible for any damage or injury to 
any person or property resulting from defects or obstructions or from any cause 
whatsoever arising out of or in connection with the performance of the work, provided,  
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Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

however, that the Contractor shall not be liable for the sole established negligence, willful 
misconduct or active negligence of the City, its representatives, employees, agents and 
authorized volunteers who are directly responsible to the City. 

a. Contractor shall indemnify the City, City Council, City officials, City employees, 
City representatives, and authorized volunteers against and will hold and save 
them and each of them harmless from any and all actions, claims, damages to 
persons or property, penalties, obligations or liabilities that may be asserted or 
claimed by any person, firm, entity, corporation, political subdivision or other 
organization arising out of or in connection with the work, operation or activities 
of Contractor, its agents, employees, subcontractors or invitees, provided for 
herein, whether or not there is concurrent passive or active negligence on the part 
of the City, City Council, City officials, City employees, City representatives, and 
authorized volunteers, but excluding such actions, claims, damages to persons or 
property penalties, obligations or liabilities arising from the sole established 
negligence, willful misconduct or active negligence of the City, City Council, City 
officials, City employees, City representatives, authorized volunteers, or those who 
are directly responsible to them; and in connection therewith: 

I) Contractor will defend any action or actions filed in connection with any of 
said claims, damages, penalties, obligations or liabilities and will pay all 
costs and expenses, including attorney's fees incurred in connection 
therewith.   

II) Contractor will promptly pay any judgment rendered against Contractor, 
the City, City Council, City officials, City employees, City representatives, 
and authorized volunteers covering such claims, damages, penalties, 
obligations and liabilities arising out of or in connection with such work, 
operations, or activities of Contractor hereunder and Contractor agrees to 
save and hold the City, City Council, City officials, City employees, City 
representatives, and authorized volunteers harmless there from. 

III) In the event the City, City Council, City officials, City employees, City 
representatives, and authorized volunteers are made a party to any action 
or proceeding filed or prosecuted against Contractor for such damages or 
other claims arising out of or in connection with the Work, or operation or 
activities of Contractor hereunder, Contractor agrees to pay to the City, City 
Council, City officials, City employees, City representatives, and authorized 
volunteers any and all costs and expenses incurred by the City, City Council, 
City officials, City employees, City representatives, and authorized 
volunteers in such action or proceeding together with reasonable attorney's 
fees. 

IV) The City may retain, to the extent it deems necessary, the money due to the 
Contractor under and by virtue of the Contract Documents until disposition 
has been made of such actions or claims for damages as specified herein 
above. 
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Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

6. Claims, disputes and other matters in question between the parties to this Contract, 
arising out of or relating to this Contract or the breach thereof, may be decided by 
arbitration if both parties to this Contract consent in accordance with the rules of the 
American Arbitration Association then obtaining unless the parties mutually agree 
otherwise. No arbitration arising out of or relating to this Contract, shall include, by 
consolidation, joinder or in any other manner, any additional person not a party to this 
Contract except by written consent containing a specific reference to this Contract and 
signed by CONTRACTOR, CITY, and any other person sought to be joined. (Any Consent 
to arbitration involving an additional person or persons shall not constitute consent of any 
dispute not described therein or with any person not named or described therein.) This 
agreement to arbitrate and any agreement to arbitrate with an additional person or 
persons duly consented to by the parties to this Contract shall be specifically enforceable 
under the prevailing arbitration law. 

Notice of the demand for arbitration is to be filed in writing with the other party to this 
Contract and with the American Arbitration Association. The demand is to be made within 
a reasonable time after the claim, dispute or other matter in question has arisen. In no 
event is the demand for arbitration to be made after the date when institution of legal or 
equitable proceedings based on such claim; dispute or other matter in question would be 
barred by the applicable statute of limitations. The award rendered by the arbitrators shall 
be final and judgment may be entered upon it in accordance with applicable law in any 
court having jurisdiction thereof. 

7. The Contractor agrees to comply with all Local, State and Federal regulations and with all 
applicable standards, orders, or regulations issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act of 1970 
(42 U.S.C. 1857 et seq.) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq.) as amended. 

8. If any party brings a suit or action against the other party arising from any breach of any 
of the covenants or agreements or any inaccuracies in any of the representations and 
warranties on the part of the other party arising out of this Agreement, then in that event, 
the prevailing party in such action or dispute, whether by final judgment or out-of-court 
settlement, shall be entitled to have and recover of and from the other party all costs and 
expenses of suit, including attorney’s fees. 

9. Each and every provision of law and clause required to be inserted in this Contract shall 
be deemed to be inserted herein and this Contract shall be read and enforced as though it 
were included herein, and if through mistake or otherwise any such provision is not 
inserted or is not inserted correctly, then upon application of either party the Contract 
shall forthwith be physically amended to make such insertion or correction. 

10. In accordance with Government Code, Section 8546.7, records of both the City and the 
Contractor shall be subject to examination and audit for a period of three (3) years after 
final payment.  

11.  Contractor shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws, regulations, and 
ordinances when performing the work required by this contract 
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Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Contract to be executed in three 
counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original the day and year first above written. 

CONTRACTOR: 

 By:            

 Title:            

 Date:            

 

 By:            

 Title:            

 Date:            

 Federal ID Number:          

 

CITY: 

 By:            

 Title:  City Manager, City of Lemon Grove     

 Date:            

 

ATTEST: 

 By: _____________________________________________ 

Title:  Deputy City Clerk, City of Lemon Grove 

 

(Notaries acknowledgement of execution by all PRINCIPALS OF CONTRACTOR shall be 
attached.) 

CORPORATE CERTIFICATE 

I, ___________________________________ certify that I am the Secretary of the 
Corporation named as Contractor in the foregoing Contract; that 
_____________________________________, who signed said contract on behalf of the 
Contractor, was then 
______________________________________________________ of said 
Corporation; that said contract was duly signed for and in behalf of said Corporation by authority 
of its governing body and is within the scope of its corporate powers. 
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Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

I, ___________________________________ certify that I am the Secretary of the 
Corporation named as Contractor in the foregoing Contract; that 
_____________________________________, who signed said contract on behalf of the 
Contractor, was then 
______________________________________________________ of said 
Corporation; that said contract was duly signed for and in behalf of said Corporation by authority 
of its governing body and is within the scope of its corporate powers. 

 

 

 

 

 Corporate Seal: ________________________________ 
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Attachment B 

Berry Street Walking Path Extension Project (Contract No. 2021-21) 

PARTNERSHIP CERTIFICATE 

 

STATE OF ______________________________ ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF _____________________________) 

 

On this __________ day of ___________, 2021, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public 
in and for said County and State, personally appeared: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ (Notary Seal) 

 

Known to me to be _________________________________of the partners of the 
partnership that executed the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that such partnership 
executed the same. 

Signature: 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Name (Type or Print): 
_____________________________________________________ 

  (Notary Public in and for said County and State) 

 

My Commission expires: 
__________________________________________________ 
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CITY OF LEMON GROVE 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.  1.E 

Meeting Date:  October 5, 2021 

Submitted to:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   Public Works Department 

Staff Contact:  Michael Stauffer, Senior Management Analyst 

  mstauffer@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title:  Accept the FY 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project as 

 Complete (Contract No. 2021-16) 

 
Recommended Action:  Adopt a resolution (Attachment A) accepting the Fiscal 
Year 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project as complete (Contract No. 2021-16).   
 

Summary:  The City Council awarded the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair 
Project to Crest Equipment, Inc. on June 1, 2021 not to exceed a project budget of 
$98,500. The project consisted of various storm drain repairs located throughout the City. 
Staff completed its final inspection of the improvements and determined that the work 
was completed per the contract specifications. The total cost of the project was 
$103,721.36. 
 

Discussion:  On June 1, 2021, Crest Equipment, Inc. was awarded the FY 2020-21 Storm 
Drain Repair Project (Contract No. 2021-16) with a total contract amount of $88,500. The 
project included a $10,000 contingency for a total project budget amount of $98,500.  
Two changes in the field to the work were required to complete the project.  
 

1. An A4 clean-out was added to meet the condition of the grade in the field at a cost 
of $4,200; and  

2. 110 linear feet of 18” RCP had to be rerouted due to inadequate depth at a cost of 
$11,021.36.   

 
The total final project cost was $103,721.36.  On August 23, 2021, staff completed the final 
inspection of the improvements and determined the work was completed per the contract 
specifications. 
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Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution (Attachment A) accepting 
the work as complete, authorize the City Manager or her designee to file a Notice of 
Completion with the County of San Diego Recorders Office, and authorize staff to release 
the retention no sooner than thirty (30) days after the Notice of Completion has been 
filed. 

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
Fiscal Impact: Funding for this project was budgeted in the current fiscal year from 
Account Numbers 02-00-00-7730 (Gas Tax Fund) and 14-00-00-7280 (TransNet Fund). 
 
Public Notification:  None.   
 
Staff Recommendation:  That the City Council adopt a resolution (Attachment A) 
accepting the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project (Contract No. 2021-16) as 
complete.   
 
Attachment: 
Attachment A – Resolution 
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Attachment A 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2021 -  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEMON GROVE, 
CALIFORNIA, ACCEPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2020-21 STORM DRAIN 

REPAIR PROJECT AS COMPLETE (CONTRACT NO. 2021-16) 

 WHEREAS, on June 1, 2021, the City Council awarded the Fiscal Year 2020-21 

Storm Drain Repair Project to Crest Equipment, Inc. (Contract No. 2021-16); and 

WHEREAS, the contract bid amount was established at $88,500; and 

WHEREAS, the project budget include a $10,000 contingency for a total project 

budget of $98,500; and  

WHEREAS, two changes in the field were required to complete the project and 

increased the total project cost of $98,500 to $103,721.36; and 

WHEREAS, the final project cost was allocated for this project from Gas Tax and 

TransNet funds; and 

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2021, Crest Equipment, Inc. completed the scope of 

work as defined by the original contract and changes in the field; and 

WHEREAS, City staff inspected all of the improvements and determined that 

Crest Equipment, Inc. fulfilled its contractual obligations.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Lemon Grove, California hereby:   

1. Accepts the work for the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Storm Drain Repair Project  as 

complete (Contract No. 2021-16); and  

2. Authorizes the City Manager or her designee to file a notice of completion with the 

County of San Diego; and  

3. Authorizes city staff to release the retention no sooner than thirty (30) days after 

the notice of completion is filed.   
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          Attachment A 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED on October 5, 2021, the City Council of the City of 

Lemon Grove, California, adopted Resolution No. _______, passed by the following 

vote: 

 

 AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSENT: 

 ABSTAIN: 

       

      __________________________ 

      Racquel Vasquez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

__________________________ 

Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

_________________________ 
Kristen Steinke, City Attorney  
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CITY OF LEMON GROVE 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.   2 

Meeting Date:  October 5, 2021 

Submitted to:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department:   Community Development Department 

Staff Contact:  Noah Alvey, Community Development Manager 

  Nalvey@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title:  Option Agreement between City of Lemon Grove and the 

 San Diego Community Land Trust 

 
Recommended Action:  Determine that the Option Agreement has expired and direct 
staff to prepare a report outlining options for developing the subject site for discussion at 
a future City Council meeting. 
 
Summary: In September 2014, the City of Lemon Grove (City) and San Diego 
Community Land Trust (SDCLT) entered into a Purchase Option Agreement (Option 
Agreement) for the eventual sale of 8084 Lemon Grove Way which is Lemon Grove 
Housing Authority owned land. The Option Agreement requires SDCLT to complete 
milestones by specified dates to ensure that SDCLT progresses towards purchase of 8084 
Lemon Grove Way. The final project milestone; securing building and site improvement 
permits and securing, as to form, the 99-year ground lease proposed to be used as the 
conveyance of Affordable Unit interests; was to be completed by May 19, 2016, and the 
Ninth Option Amendment extended this date to June 30, 2021 and the option term to 
September 22, 2021.  
 
Prior to the expiration of the Option Agreement SDCLT submitted a request to have the 
Option Agreement assigned to Habitat for Humanity for completing the construction of 
the project. Staff subsequently worked with Habitat for Humanity to update the Option 
Agreement, but Habitat for Humanity ultimately decided not to participate in the Option 
Agreement. If the City Council determines that the final project milestone has not been 
exercised in accordance with the provisions and conditions of the Option Agreement, then 
the Option Agreement will expire. Staff recommends that the City Council direct staff to 
prepare a report outlining options for developing the subject site for discussion at a future 
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City Council meeting, if the Option Agreement expires. 
 
 

Discussion: On September 22, 2014, the City and SDCLT entered into an Option 
Agreement for the eventual sale of 8084 Lemon Grove Way, which is owned by the 
Housing Authority (Attachment A). A nine-unit housing development is currently 
entitled on the subject property based on approvals in 2007 and amendments approved 
on March 1, 2016. The Option Agreement allows SDCLT to purchase the property for one 
dollar per unit in exchange for constructing the units and restricting them to moderate 
income households via their 99-year ground lease mechanism. The Option Agreement 
requires SDCLT to achieve certain project milestones by specified dates to ensure project 
feasibility.   
 
The first milestone—submission of a business plan, was to be achieved by December 2014. 
The business plan was submitted on December 1, 2014, and the City Council reviewed the 
business plan and provided feedback to SDCLT on January 6, 2015. 
 
The second milestone, securing entitlements and construction financing, was to be 
achieved by September 2, 2015, and October 19, 2015, respectively. Minimal revisions to 
the approved Tentative Map (TM0052) and Planned Development Permit (PDP06-09) 
were proposed and amendments to the floor and elevation plans were approved by the 
City Council on March 1, 2016. Entitlements for both the tentative map and planned 
development permit are secured since there has been substantial progress towards the 
issuance of a final map, grading plan, improvement plan and building permits for the 
completion of the project. While the first three amendments extended the deadline to 
provide evidence of construction financing, the fourth amendment approved on October 
17, 2017, revised the second milestone to allow SDCLT to secure financing a minimum of 
10 days prior to exercising the option.   
 
The third milestone, submission of building and site improvement applications, was to be 
achieved by April 4, 2016. This milestone required submission of development plans and 
technical studies required for a grading permit, building permit, landscape permit, and a 
final map. Appropriate plans and reports include building and site construction plans, 
grading plans, a landscape documentation package, an acoustical analysis, a Storm Water 
Quality Management Plan and a hydrology report, and potentially other necessary 
reports, studies, and plans in accordance with City Council Resolutions 2694 and 2695, 
which approved TM0052 and PDP06-09 respectively. In February of 2016, SDCLT 
submitted the necessary permit applications achieving the third milestone.   
 
The fourth milestone, securing building and site improvement permits and securing 
approval as to form of the 99-year ground lease proposed to be used as the conveyance of 
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Affordable Unit interests, was originally to be achieved by May 19, 2016. However, 
subsequent amendments to the Purchase Option Agreement extended the deadline to 
June 30, 2021 and the option term to September 22, 2021. The fourth milestone requires 
that the permits applied for in the third milestone be issued and improvements secured 
either through a bond or cash deposit with appropriate fees paid prior to transfer of the 
Property.  
 
City Council approved the Ground Lease as to form on October 17, 2017 and multiple 
building and improvement plan checks have occurred to date. The project Storm Water 
Quality Management Plan was finalized on March 28, 2019 and only minor Grading and 
Improvement Plan corrections remain.  
 
In conjunction with the Ninth Amendment to the Option Agreement, SDCLT proposed to 
work with Habitat for Humanity to complete the project. Since the approval of the Ninth 
Amendment to the Option Agreement on August 4, 2020, SDCLT requested that the 
Option Agreement be assigned to Habitat for Humanity for completing the project. Staff 
subsequently worked with Habitat for Humanity to amend the Option Agreement, but 
Habitat for Humanity ultimately decided not to participate in the Option Agreement. 
 
If the City Council determines that the final project milestone has not been exercised in 
accordance with the provisions and conditions of the Option Agreement, then the Option 
Agreement will expire and both the City and SDCLT shall have no further obligations. If 
the Option Agreement is allowed to expire, staff recommends that the City Council direct 
staff to develop a report outlining options for developing the subject site for discussion at 
a future City Council meeting.  

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Fiscal Impact: None. 
 

Public Notification: None. 
 

Staff Recommendation: Determine that the Option Agreement has expired and direct 
staff to develop a report outlining options for developing the subject site for discussion at 
a future City Council meeting. 
 

Attachments: 
Attachment A – Option Agreement 
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CITY OF LEMON GROVE 

CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.   3 

Meeting Date: October 5, 2021 

Submitted to: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Department: City Manager Department 

Staff Contact: Lydia Romero, City Manager and Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 

lromero@lemongrove.ca.gov, amalone@lemongrove.ca.gov 

Item Title: Assembly Bill (AB) 361 

Recommended Action:  Receive an overview of Assembly Bill (AB) 361 and adopt a 
resolution (Attachment A) approving the continuation of virtual public meetings in 
accordance with AB 361.  

Summary:  On March 17, 2020 Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the people’s health and safety. These orders 
specified relaxed provisions of meetings under the Ralph M. Brown Act (Brown Act) 
allowing meetings to be conducted through teleconferencing. Executive Order N-29-20 
expired on September 30, 2021. In response, on September 16, 2021, Governor 
Newsom signed AB 361, which amends California Government Code Section 54953 
clarifying the Brown Act regulations and restrictions relating to the use of 
teleconferencing to conduct public meetings.  

Discussion:  Currently the Brown Act states that should a legislative body elect to use 
teleconferencing it must identify each teleconferencing location in the public notice and 
agenda. The agenda is required to be posted at all teleconferencing locations and all 
locations must be publicly accessible.  Additionally, a quorum of the members of the 
legislative body must participate from a teleconferencing location that is physically within 
the jurisdictional boundaries of the agency.  

Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 suspending the above mentioned 
Brown Act requirements due to the COVID-19 Pandemic with the intention of facilitating 
social distancing and the mitigation of COVID-19. The Executive Order expired on 
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September 30, 2021. In response on September 16, 2021 Governor Newsom signed AB 
361 to replace the expired Executive Order.  

Similar to Executive Order N-29-20, AB 361 applies during a State of Emergency 
proclaimed by the Governor. In addition to the State of Emergency, one of the following 
conditions must apply;  

• State or local officials have impose or recommended measures to promote social
distancing,

• The legislative body is meeting to determine whether, because of the emergency,
meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of
attendees,

• The legislative body has determined that, because of the emergency, meeting in
person presents imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

Should the prerequisites mentioned above be met AB 361 provides an exemption to the 
regular Brown Act teleconferencing requirements and an alternate set of requirements 
will apply. Those requirements include;  

• Adequate notice of the meeting and post an agenda as required by the Brown Act,
• The agenda is not required to list each teleconference location or be physically

posted at each teleconference location,
• If there is a disruption in the public broadcast or the call-in or internet-based

meeting service, the legislative body must cease and take no further action on
agenda items until public access is restored, and

• Local agencies cannot require that public comment be submitted prior to the
meeting, and must allow for live public comment during the specified public
comment period of the meeting.

AB 361 sunsets on January 1, 2024.  Should Council approve that it is in the best interest 
of public health and safety to continue to hold virtual public meetings, continued 
reliance will require the City Council to reevaluate and adopt a new resolution every 30 
days.  

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section  Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Fiscal Impact: Complying with the provisions of this new law would minimally 
increase costs for the Zoom platform and would increase overtime costs for additional 
staff to assist in managing the technology of the meeting.  

Public Notification: None. 
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Staff Recommendation: Receive an overview of Assembly Bill (AB) 361 and adopt a 
resolution (Attachment A) approving the continuation of virtual public meetings in 
accordance with AB 361. 
 

Attachments: 
Attachment A – Resolution  
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Attachment A 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEMON GROVE, 
CALIFORNIA, MAKING FINDINGS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 54953, AS AMENDED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 361, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CONTINUED USE OF VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor issued 
Executive Order Nos. N-08-21, N-25-20 and N-29-20, which suspended certain 
provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to conduct public 
meetings without strict compliance with the teleconferencing provisions of the Brown 
Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 361, signed into law on September 16, 2021, amended 
Government Code section 54953, to provide relief from the teleconferencing provisions 
of the Brown Act under certain circumstances provided the legislative body makes certain 
findings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor proclaimed a 
state of emergency on March 4, 2020, in accordance with the section 8625 of the 
California Emergency Services Act, and the state of emergency remains in effect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the California Department of 
Health and County of San Diego Public Health Services continue to recommended 
measures to promote social distancing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Lemon Grove, California, herby: 
 

1. That the Council has considered the circumstances of the previously declared 
and existing state of emergency arising from the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 
2. That the state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the 

members of the Council to meet safely in person, and further that local 
officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social 
distancing; and 

 
3. That the Council may continue to conduct public meetings in accordance with 

Government Code section 54953(e); and 
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4. That the Council will reevaluate the above findings within 30-days of this 

Resolution. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on October 5, 2021, the City Council of the City of 

Lemon Grove, California, adopted Resolution No. _______, passed by the following 

vote: 

 

 AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSENT: 

 ABSTAIN: 

       

      __________________________ 

      Racquel Vasquez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

__________________________ 

Audrey Malone, Deputy City Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

_________________________ 
Kristen Steinke, City Attorney  
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